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My Loup, unt ni WSI bonohnam- 1010 
HEN: PW feſt induced to 
the following Sermon to be 

| 142 Pate, 'T inſtantiy ceſblved, 

, s dat it ſhould appeal in Pub. 

Nick” ueded"the "Pu "of your: * 

ſhip's s great Name: mud 13 e 

* But 1 took 1 not this Riſolution ou out of an 
private 'ſelfintereſted Motive, of 9 
* Preferment by theſe Means through 
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ag,ever d 
1mportunate 


IANA IE or 
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to the Talents, and . — of Men beſt 


qualified for — the Duties of the 
eren \ 0) 


NA e befit: happy Effects of a punc- 


tual Conformity to the Intention of the 
before · mentioned Laws, in malzing Charth 


& and very, emhenthy 


Manic Fpr be. Cler 
n aid meyer, arrive at Pre- 
SS 


2 123 of the. Grew, much 5 8 2 = 
= E . unworthy. rand . unjyſtifiable 
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of England were then adorned with | 


[vw] 


But it vm the Cuſtom of that moſt ado 


mitable Queen, to keepby her; a Liff of che 


Names of thoſe Men ſhe ond, upon en- 
quiry,: be inform d af among the Cleigy/ 
who moſt uſefully employed their Time in 
qiligent, and laborious Study, and Medita- 
tion, and in Preaching ſound Doctrine and 
true; Religion to her Subjects, and. defends 


ing them againſt the Errors and Superſtiti - 


ons of Eqpery : And her Majeſty uſually fur d 
che Church. Preſerments, as they became 
vacant, out of ſuch her Lift of Men, emi- 
t for Learning and Knowledge, without 
their —— an ſolliciting —— 
even, tho ſhe ſeldom or never fa them, 
Pin e 9 25 Hem, pad paying, their. Pte | 
yoirs at Cau es {93247141 
And, by "wa "Means, m my Lord, tha 
Study of the Arts Cem, and af uni 
verlal Learning Re ine and Human, . was 
in the / Reign Bi 1155 great an d Glorious 


Queen, very highly. omoted 24 encou: 
raged, and the chief Stations in the Church 


Clergy, who were as burning ind ining 
. . to the World, who Je a living 
2 Credit 


L* 1 
Credit and an impregnable Barrier: to the 
reſorm'd Religion, and who were, in the 
Sight and Acknowledgnients of all Chriſ- 
tendoin, a very great and conſiderable Ho- 
nour to ithe Britiſh Nation. 157 15 ö on 
_ Then, my Lord, as I was not moved to- 
the making this Addreſs by any private 


View-to myſelf, of applying for Promotion 
in * rea, Sn WA" I excited to 


| 0 
in the Bitte.” * 
t would 8 a aue Ahe 
to go about to celebrate ſo eſtabliſhed 4 
Character as your Lordſhip's: For to "ſet 
forth a "Deſcription of thoſe ſplendid Ta- 
lents and Abilities, and that Evenneſs and 


Serenity of Temper and Spirit, with which 


Heaven Ras bleſſed, and qualified your 
Lordſhip, for tranſacting with eaſe; the 
blick and moſt i important Affairs of civil 


by which vou have engaged the Admira- 
tion 


— wy. coach go | . 6% 2 2 2 22 ——— er RE ng rs 
8 mw PPP e en ' 


- * 


udicature, and of National Polity, and 


Lü | 
of your Country, would be only to write 
an Encomium which is already publiſhed, 
and proclaimed by the common and uni- 
verſal Voice of all Orders and men 
and Parties of Men in the Kingdom. 

But, my Lord, the only true and real 
Aim of this my Application to your Lord- 
- ſhip, is, humbly: to implore your compaſ- 
fionate and generous Concern, and Care for 
redrefling thoſe- publick and inſuj 
Grievances, which all Ranks of Men in 
the Nation generally ſuffer by tedious a 
expenſive Law-Suits, 

This is a very beneficent, and 
Office indeed, my Lord, which will be 
highly worthy · of your moſt extenſive 
I ity, and-publick Spirit to per- 
form; and if there cannot be a | ſufficient 
Plan form'd and executed, for theſe great 

Ends and Purpoſes, while a Perſonage of 
your Lordſhip's comprehenſive Knowledge 
and Abilities . em the Helm of State, we 
muſt deſpair of ever ſeeing a good Work of 
this Nature effectually accompliſhed. - | 


„ 
n Reformation of Religion from 'the 
Corruptions of Pope my Lord, could 
not, in any human Probability, | have: been 


| brought about in the Reigw af Ning 


Henry VIII. even by all the peremptorines 


and 1 


y of that Princes Tetmper 
and Conduct, without a helping Hand ſuom 

ſbme' of the" leading and moſt oon ſiderabſe 
Men among the chen Cletgy, it pointing 
out the Way to it; ſo it is not co, οννjD 


ut a full and adequate Remedy for thoſe 


Me Kind of Evils, Miſchiefs, and Oppre(- 
Gons, lehr the Nation now feel from 


the corrupt Proceedings at Law, can be 


inventod and applied, without 
we | generous Aid of ſome of the eliief 
Gentlemen brought up to the ProfeſHhon of 
Lawyers for thoſe Ends, It is too glating 
a Truth tobe denied, my Lord, - that: there 
is in theſe Times as much Odcaſlon for: a 
Reformation in the latter, as there hereto- 
fore, ws in the former of- the before. men- 
tioned © Cafes, ' For the groſs. Deviations 
Nm, and even utter Perverſions ef the 
* Righteovſnch, ieh are too com- 
monly 


Fs 


ge 5 Name or No- 


a Pic 9 + azmoông us, and 
Ks 1 5 A [Ee of Protzen, do 


. only conf me, 9865 and dev vour the Plb- 
. the ak ie. 7 may be very aptly - 
compared of ofe val} Dege eneracies frotn 
oF, 85 Kaen "i and 10 22 opprethive 


ſequences, iereof,, which over 
N . the e in the Aarkeſt 
i Jp Popich Ages.” Thftmnclr chat forke 


— 
— 


hare, on his re that 


07 : £14 86." O81: 
gen 2 ED a "Kia P 
ys = N b. chat ws eden 
Rn rh — ſome others of your 
" ce in the High Office 


P 
AED © 0 were ſenſible n — 


6 1 
| «OY 0 aff: Ps EOS . 8 an i 

che important Wotk of ee 8 
tions at Law, may be reſerv d for the Per · 
formance of your Lordſhip's. ſuperior and 
| elevated Genius, and that you may become 
f the mighty Inſtrument of Divine Provi- 
dence, in forming and carrying into effec- 
tual Execution a Project of ſuch vaſt and 
laſting Benefit and Advantage to your Coun- 
„Which others have been able only to 
5 of; and may by that Means gain the 
Applauſes of . preſent, and all future 
Ages, and render your Name as immortal 
as are thoſe of the firſt great Reformers of 
Religion among us, Cranmer and Nally, 
without the Risk of undergoing any Thing 
like the F ate which they endured. We 
baue Lord, now a en cious 
cond doubt, give all imaginable Encourage- 
ment to an Undertaking 4 of ſo univerſal a 
Tendency to the Welfare of all his Sub- 
jectsz and, however arduous a Work it 

may be in itſelf, yet that there i is nothing 

: .impraticable in the Atehievement of it, 
is very 


4 + 
m__ — ww . - ney wor oo — 2 AO we. wo s * 22 
P l 


925 Ti 

is very viſible fro what i 1 at this 

Time tranſaQting in the Kingdom of 

where there has been for Rs Tor Year 


paſt, and now actually is, a R of 
Law Proceedings ſucceſsfully, catri6d oll by” 
Vertue of a Commiſſion in A Very beat 4 
Relation of our ſacred Sovereign, the Ring 
of that Country. And, as a further In- 
ſtance of the feaſſblebels of the Under. * 
takin g here humbly recommended to your 
Lordſhip, we are informed,” my Lord, by 
the publick News-Papers of ah” 
Reformation in the Practice of the Laws, { 
which has been lately made, in another 
Proteſtant State, over Which a "moſt excet-' 
leut Prince, who has for his Conſort a. 
Royal Daughter of our good and graciqui, 
King, now . preſides, and reigns For we. | 
are expreſsly aſſured, by very late Advices 
from Denmark, that ſeveral of the Provinces, | 
and al all the great Cities n that” . 
dom, have preſented Addreſſes 10 their - LING, 
conceiv/d. in Terms the moſt' warm, the "moſt 
reſp praful, and the moſt 1 e ' that” — 
be in which they Sue bis Maj A 


* 2 * . 
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of of Tf 8 ors ting *4 | 
Errors De Fl lays. 1 % e 2. 
wiſe, Rosplationd we ge 0D, Pen ies, 
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753 Ford, 9 


ny Method. bd for - 3 
fr 0 Is beſt . 


8 Fi val. vſel 4 1 
be e = 7 2 7 hi 
hl per to for 5 he 5 

5 ould ke cation for 1205 
IV im * 9 175 4 
great or um of Money e 
F, ang 15 11 if 5 8 IE 15 5 
See to AZ ated, to. the fu 


great 15 . an 85 
te 1 may veriture to affirm, that 
there's 


there's hardly a * 3 in the King- 
dom, who would not cheerfully conſent 


even to a Poll-Tax, for one Year. only, in 


order to raiſe Money ſufficient for this great 


End, provided it might be entitled, 2 one 
Year's Tax only of the People of Great-Britain, 


for the Redemption of themſelves and their 


Poſterity, from all Grievances and Oppreſ- 
fions, by tedious and exorbitant 2 at 
Law hereafter for ever. 

Now, my Lord, I intreat you to excuſe, 
with your uſual Candour and Generoſity, 


| the Freedom of this Addreſs; and permit 


me to ſubſcribe myſelf, with the greateſt 
Deference, Veneration, and Reſpect, - . 
My LORD, 
* „8 Lordſ ip's moſt obedient, 
Bi ANcoRs8, And moſt devoted 


May 1748. 
Humble Servant, 


"David SCURLOCK. 
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12 T I I'M 158. = Ver. 22. 
"Hem Righteouſneſe,. Faith, — b 


The whole Context runs thus : 


Er R ighteouſneſs, Faith, . Cha- 
- rity, Peace with them that call on 
the Lord out of à pure Heart. 

"Bag fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions 

avoid, knowing that _ an Ser 
der * anke 


| N. chis paſſuge of holy Writ We « are 
_ ſome matters and things in religion 
conceived and declared by the Apoſtle, 
to be fix'd and e as well as 
others which may be made the ſubject of 
- queſtions and controverſies ; and the natu- 
ral method of our propolng and recom- 
mending to your conſideration the advice 
here given by him of avoiding the one, and 
following the other of theſe" things, is to 
obſerve 9 what thoſe indi ifputable 


bak duties 


Me may 


— 7 veſtions ma ch. he 7 
tions us ot buff yol 6e i fe 


all ueſtiqns are fooliſh which do not 
= ly tend to che pet dt WY TY 


i obſerve then, « that the great 
d duties: Gf due — h 
mien 5 r Sh- 


== Kobe ot Mike, or VIS. ae of 


"Bl lowing — 
wn\oine\m 


gal 5 virtues ; »& 


.:that; 5 right &.1s * ＋* 


:oably-to1 that, nene 2 th w 
1 be ods and. that in tl his ee 
view of the dut yr it n us to do Hat 
is right, in our. gpacſty 255 2175 — bein 
io reſpeQ1ta;God, as pur.great Creator 

| . of Governour of the 55 7. and 0, 

| > ſelves as, well as; iq our ye 1 


1888 


| | duties of 2 are, W #1]. he enjoins as 
eaſily conceive what thoſe-footiſh-and-un- 


2 


-. 


. propoſitions it 


ud Here it is'p to be ptemiſod, 
that in this dds. af "the! Agoitha,. 
which thus requires us to follow righteou- 


| neſs, there are TO a Ra taken 


a * 


1 Thee rea edi wand ihemocadle 
aw, Which marks out the difference 
between right and wrong, in regard 
it would be abfurd to bid Men follow 
What is right, if there were no diffe- 

_ rence in the nature of things. And 
II. That the hw which points out this 
bu, 2 is plain and obvious to tlie 
roeptions of Men, otherwiſe it would 
in vain to require them to obſerve 
and follow i it as a rule of action, ' how 
certain ſoever that ue ue might 

dei in itſelf. 


110 


w e cannot therefore bor dunckive theſe 


two fo ppoſitions or concefſjons to be inſe- 


palate” from the notion of Man's having 
"the choice what to purſue ; that there isa 
difference in things, and that he can clkatly 
perceive” that difference, in order to make 
righteouſneſs the ſtandard and meaſure of 
his actions. 
And in conſequence of the truth of theſe 
kose that. every tranſ- 
greſſion 


1 


reſin teouſneſs is a voluntary 
of, _ bs arbitrary deviation, from a 
certain — . 
For as there can be no tranſgreflion | 
Po there 1s no e, ſo to be without the {| 
knowledge or perception of any law is the 
| leans — have none; and therefore every 
tranſgreſſion of the law of righteouſneſs 
neceſſarily involves in it the —. and cer- 
tain idea of ſome ſort of willfulnefs, ini- 
quity and wickedneſs in the agent that is 
guilty of ſuch tranſgreſſion. 
And this willfulneſs. and wickedneſs of 
Men may more fully, and at large appear 
in the ſequel of this diſcourſe; in which it 
. hall beg my preſent buſineſs to addreſs you 
both as rational | beings and as Chriſtians ; 
and in the firſt place, I ſhall lay before you 
a plain and clear repreſentation | of what the 
Apoſtle requires of you, in enjoining you 
to follow righteonſnets in all your dealings 
with one another, as Men or rational 
creatures; and then Secondly ſhall pro- 
ceed to obſerve to you what; he would re- 
commend to your pen, as Chriſtians, in 
_ directing you to follow faith. 

In the firſt place then, righteouſneſs, in 
the paſſage of ſcripture now before us, is 
properly and preciſely . propoſed: for that 

| FOR PDE en a Man is to form and 


2 1 


— 


* "1 
125 .- 2_ 
is actions with reſpect to his neigh 
15 — this rule is no other, but that he 
ſhould always do what his unbyaſs'd rea- 
ſon tells him rich t; or that he ſhould ſtea- 
dily purſue the preſeriptions of right reaſon 


in his deportment and dealings with Men. 


The relations and — of chings, 
are the objects of Man's reaſon and moral 


conſideration in all caſes; and the impartial 


dictates of his reaſon, what is right in re- 
ſpect of them, give him the mw which he 


is to follow in his actions 


So righteouſneſs towards our 39 
or doing what is right with reſpect to a fel-· 
low creature, is to treat him in ſuch manner 
as reaſon tells us one of the ſame nature 
with ourſelves ought to be treated. by us, in 


any particular circumſtance wherein he may 


be placed in our view. And this notion. of 
— is founded on the relation 
which Men bear to one another, as they are 
by nature equals: for they who are by na- 
ture equal, owe one another equal treat- 
ment, that is, one Man ſhould of right treat 
another Man juſt in ſuch manner as he 
would himſelf, in like circumſtances; rea- 
ſonably expect to be treated by him. And 
this is, properly ſpeaking, that righteouſ- 
neſs, Which we are directed in the Text to 
follow i in our conduct with reſpect to our 
neighbour, C 2 You 


22% 
the dicta tes of every private Man reaſon 
„  andijutyment the tules of his behaviour: to- 
ward 6thers; appears to qοοι to he but an 
uncertain precarious method of eftabliſh- 
ing zuſtier and-tightcouſnels among man- 
from hat you ſee and obſerve in theit or- 
dinary, and but too eommon dealings with 


one another. ei d ole cit to 8. 
But then I muſt deſite you to remember 
and take ſpecial notice, that the conduct and 
example of particular Men, is never; to be 
allowid as any argument againſt the trath 
and carta inty of a genera] rule; nor can the 
1 veillfal: deviations of any numbers of Men 
8 fram it be, in the leaſt; admitted as a proof 
1 of any defect or inſufficiency in he rule it- 
"1 i ſelf. For this rule is as fit and immutable, 
as the common and univerſal nature of man- 
kind : and the dictate of reaſon is ont and 
the ſameꝭ in variable principle in all Men's 
ſouls; i hich never miſguides any that are 
willing to follow it. Inſomuch that we find 
out bleſſed Saviour thought that there could 
. not be à plainer or truer rule of righteous 
1 dealing. between Man and Man prepoſed 
= than this; of doing to one another as we 
would have others, in like circumſtances, 
do unto us; nor was our Lord Chriſt appre- 
291 Hs 5M henſive, 


2 


* 


| 


a 


lent! 
tion of this rule in all caſes, But as 
ho thus lays down is clear and Freon 


and commands our aſſent as ſoon, as we hear 
it; ſo he knew it would be effectual to re- 


move every cauſe of contention, and to eſta- 
bliſh harmony, good agreement, and even 


the greateſt benevolence amongſt, Men, if 
they would be ever as willing to do ri ht as. 
they are able to diſcern what that right is: 
for the occaſion wh righteouſneſs does not 
always take place in Men's dealings with 
each other, is not becauſe they are, ' thre? 
2 defect in theit underſtanding, unable to 
diſcover what is , reaſon; . but becauſe, 
. thro! the perverfeneſs of their wills, they 
determinately diſobey its directions in the 
particular caſes and Arch nenen nk o 
our amongſt them. 
1 oy you, that ſeif.love. and pre oudien 
y in ſome meaſure, — — — 
ding, and hinder a Man, to ſee what-ig 


reaſon, or the right of the caſe between 


him and his neighbour, as clearly as he 
would do, if there were no ſuch ching as 


ſelf- love or paſſion implanted in his nature; 
hk * his bit poten do not fo far oves-caft 


s underſtanding, as to diſable 
him to — What is right in any Offs 


——ů —ů ̃ — — oe 
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2 

if kak but be made-willing to ſee it; or 
coolly,” attentively, and Ferivully' to con 
der it. es U 1463416 nls 04) 

For the rule preſerib'd by Chriſt, taps! 
poſes there are ney paſſions in Men which 
may ſway them, and it takes ſo far notice 
of their frailties, as to guard againſt the 
effects of them in their dealings with each 
other; in regard it puts a Man into the ſitu- 
ation of his neighbour,” whoſe caſe and cir- 
cumſtanee he is to judge of, before it allows 
him to determine how to behave towards 
him; and then he cannot, ſurely, but do 
what is fair to another, if you can but make 
him willing to do the very {ame thing as he 
would really and reaſonably: wiſh ſhould, 
in that view, be done to himſelf. ond; 

So that if Men, with hd t, i 
eye, do not follow righteouſneſs in their 
dealings with one another, it is not becauſe 
the rule is defective, or that they want che 
faculty to diſcern what is right in any caſe; 
but becauſe they want the will to comply 
with it when they diſcern'it, and do poſi- 
tively act in a determined oppoſition to it. 

And if Men do not, or will not, comply 
with reaſon or righteouſneſs, in any in- 
ſtance, when they plainly fee it; there is no 
help for that, in regard neither God nor na- 


ture * propoſed any method, nor is it 


conceiv- 
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conceivable to us how any method could be 
- contrived, to reſtrain-and hinder the willful 
unrighteouſneſs and iniquity of Men; but 
they muſt be left to the iſſue and conſe- 
quences thereof: and the inevitable conſe- 
quences of that ſpirit of willfulneſs in Men, 
which is inconfiſtent with, and contrary; to 
that law of nature and reaſon. which God 
hath given them, are ſtrifes and enmities 
among one another conſidered as ſociable 
creatures, as well as a diſ- union from God 
conſidered as. their great Creator and Go- 
vernour, and likewiſe diſorder and diſtur- 
bance, pain, trouble, and vexation in their 
oven ſouls conſidered as individuals and Par- 
ticular perſons. 

But then let not Men mil. repreſent the 
matter, and ſay that ever they do wrong, 
becauſe they cannot of themſel ves judge 
what is right; for you ſee that is but a falſe 
plea, and amounts to no more, but only in 
putting the head- ſtrongneſs or perverſeneſs 
of their wills to the fault of their under- 
ſtandings, and charging God with requiring 
their conſtant obedience to the law of righ- 
teouſneſs, without furniſhing them with the 
faculty of diſcerning its directions in one 
half of the Bree wherein it is to 
* obſerved. ö | 

Whereas, in l the lad of nature or 
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| tuch Guther and more 

certain Uirections, to Men in all theic deal- 

ings with each other, than the very beſt 

municipal laws. of countties ever provide 

5 55 for thoſe laws are for the moſt 

ly the intricate” W ener of p 

ticular + who perhaps, followed Lot 

and gr in they formed 

them; "al they do often deviate from the 

law of Seen me, and ſometimes di- 
recti contradict it. 

Add to this, that the tit itacy and un- 
_certainty of the municipal laws of coun- 
tries in general, and of our own nation in 

particular, is greatly increas d by the dila - 
tory, grievous, and 0 preflive ways of pro- 
ceeding made ufe of by lawyers under the 
notion and pretence of diſpenf nf thoſe 

"laws. And eſe way 8 of proceeding. amon 
us of this realm, are put too too often 92 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with, and utterly ſub- 
verſiye of all the rules of righteouſneſs that 
were ever allowed by any moraliſts in the 
world; nay, in truth, hat are but too com- 
"monly called and praiſed as la- proceed - 
ings among us are, for the moſt part, bare- 
faced tricks and devices of lawyers, for com- 
mitting of plunder, oppreſſion, and de- 
Airſet, 0 on. the properties of their fellow 
YR, only to entich themfelyes. 3 
ere- 


1 
fore it highly concerns us all, my brethren, 
to offer up our prayers to Almighty God, 
that thoſe who hold the ſupreme; civil pow- 
er among us, may one time or other, be as 
able (as they have often ſhewed themſelves 
very willing and well diſpoſed) to find out 
a ſuitable and effectual remedy, for the great 
and publick- miſchiefs, and inſapportable _ 
grievances and oppreſfions, which are too 
commonly impoſed upon the people of this 
poor nation, by ſuch law proceedings as are 
practiſed under pretence of dif] 1 25 juſ- 
tice and righteouſneſs . them. It 
is obſervable, from the printed accounts 
which have been very lately publiſhed, 
That, that truly wiſe and great Prince, ot 
ſupreme Governor the King of Pruſſia, hath 
very ſucceſsfully executed a project or plan, 
farmed by his Mateſty himſelf, for puttin; 
an end to all tedious law- ſuits, and reform 
ing the exorbitancies of the law proceed- 
ings in his -dominjons, And it is faid that 
the commiſſioners authoriſed and appointed 
by that moſt excellent King, for the afore- 
ſaid glorious end and purpoſes, did, in ſo 
ſhort a time as within the compaſs of one 
ſingle year, and only in that one part of 
his kingdom which is called Pomerania, 
reduce two thouſand and four hundred 
_ cauſes depending in the ſeveral courts of 
law there, to the number of thirteen only: 
PE D There 


These is, ng reaſon. to doubt, but that 
upon .the. ſame. plan, there was. a propor- 
tionable reformation, made in the — te 

x, parts of that 
rable King's domingions. And oh 1 .my 
mY friends boy many, many 
: ſubjects has this wiſe and 
5 gone, by theſe means, to his immor- 

faved, and prevented from be- 
— — by tedious. and devouring. law- 
ſuits; how providently like a 251 l | 
herd watching oyer his flock, has 

ſnatched and reſcucd his people, as _ 
of the paws of hungry and rapacious 
hows, and. ravenous, wolves and bears! and 
Mi hat a vaſt and unſpeakable bleſſing and 
Hap ineſs is it for be e Kay * 
49 7 ſo 8 t, ſo benefi- 
| dee to Vid 

0 — md 


| Methinks I 8 his 19 35 
his. hols Rien M for 5 
2 es and eulogiums with grateful hearts, 

or theſe benefits Which 55 2 of his 
benign government, in EIT grie - 
Ka. Sdrefſed, and [Lexa Shy delivered 
from oppreſſion: in, the, ſeveral . courts of ju- 
dicature amongſt them; and ſtiling him, 
for theſe pubfick and important ſervices, 
their gracious ſovereign, their kind and care- 


ful e and ne ang the 3 


and i fatter of ths d dene eoun - 
tries over l he prefides and reigns. 
Now it Were highly to be wiſhed, that the 4 
ſapreme civil in all other a 
the Chriſtian world,” would be ſo ae 
to follow the example of this juſt and righ- 
teous Prince and governor, this conſum- 
mate ſtateſman, this wiſe and able legiſla- 

tor, che King of Pruffia, in reforming the 

law proceedings, and delivering their fub-" 
jects from the terrible grievatices and hard- 


thi ip they undergo, by lingeting and ruinous = 


| law-ſuits in heit warn Cothilioſis delete 


vely. 
' When or in whe perite of ti, we, the 
of this Som Ley ſhalt be fo hap 
as to ſee any ſeheme or project of this . 
rious kind formed, and faccefelly carried 
into execution among us, the Lord in Hea- 
ven alone knows; and we can only pray 
that he may, by His. gracious and divine 
providence, ſpeedily brin g ſomething « of the 
ſame kind about in this 57 nation. | 
In the meam time it is the duty of my of- 
fice to perſuade every one of you, my bre- 
thren and to charge you, in the name of 
God and of Chriſt, that you will deal juſtly 
and honefly each other in all your 
wordly affairs, and avoid entering into * 
vexations diſputes and law-ſuits one again 
anothef; Tor it W * unbecoming you a 
D 2 'Chrit« 
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Chriſtians, for brother to go to law with b. 
tber, eſpecially during the continuance, and 
before there is any reformation made in 
thoſe oppreſſive law - proceedings, which are 
ſo univerſally complained of among us. 
This advice you may every one of you. 
eaſily comply with, only by obſerving that 
plain law of righteouſneſs, which I am now 
preſſing upon you: for every man knows 
what reaſon is from the innate principles and 
dictates of his own ſoul, and may conſtantly 
follow it in dealing with his neighbour in all 
caſes, only by proportioning his behaviour 
towards him according to his own fair ex- 
pectations from him. And ſurely it is in 
the power of every Man living, without any 
difficulty, to act that will but make an 
honeſt uſe: of that reaſon and underſtand- 
ing. which God hath given him. 
It is quite uſeleſs for me to go about any 
way to perplex your minds in branching 
out of the law of righteouſneſs into parti- 
cular rules of action, for directing Men in 
all ranks or relations of ſocial and civil life, 
how to carry on an orderly and conſcien- 
tious commerce, or intercourſe with one 
another,, me” | 
True it is indeed, that this fort of task or 
employment hath afforded ſome: kind of di- 
vines work encugh for pumberleſs volumes, 
in ſtating caſes of conſcience, and has alſo 
4 BR. | furniſhed 


OW... 1. preten- 
furniſhed with vain, empty preten 
ces to ſufficient matter, for thoſe infinite 
rules and directions in civil caſes and affairs, 
which are ſtored up in their various and in- 
numerable, intricate, inconſiſtent, and in- 
ſignificant books of digeſts, inſtitutes and 
ZE Sc tf {4008 288: ES 
But then I muſt obſerve to you, my fel- 
low Chriſtians, for the great comfort and 
ſatisfaction of all plain, honeſt, well-mean- 
ing Men, that our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
did not, by any means, think it a good me- 
thod of teaching Men their duty, to lay 
before them all contingent and poſſible caſes 
that might occur, and the various circum- 
ſtances that might ariſe out of the natural 
or political relations, that they ſtand in to- 
wards one another, and to diſtract their 
minds with volumes of rules and directions, 
in order to point out to them the righteous 
conduct that is reſpectively required in par- 
ticular perſons: for in all matters of juſtice, 
right conduct, and fair dealing between Man 


and Man, with reſpect to all ſocial relations, 


our bleſſed Lord gives us but one plain ge- 
neral rule, and leaves every Man to the 
clear report of his own conſcience for in- 
ſtruction, how to apply that rule in all caſes, 
And as that law by which every Man is 
thus to regulate his actions is written in his 
own mind, and is ever ready at hand to di- 

/ rect 


** 


U 

1 
| 
i 
[ 
\ 
: 

* 


9 
= 
".W 
„ 4 . 
: n 
(91 
o 
A o 
* F > 
1 
oo 
=__ 
* 


OED 
2 


I" * — 
4 wo Pe . 8 wo 
8 IT. 
F LES + 
86 a . 


L301 1 
rect him, on all occaſions, upon his honeſt 
and unbyaſs d appeal to it. It is thither that 
we Chriſtian preachers muſt; after our 
Lord's example, refer him for directions in 
all his particular Ae W 
of life. | 
In a word, the great and n pe 
ſcribed to us by our bleſſed Saviour is this, 
ug. that every Man in all his words, actions, 
and deſigns, whereby he carries on any in- 
tercourſe or communication with all other 
Men, is only to ask himſelf and his own 
heart in every particular caſe or eircum - 
Nance, this plain queſtion, whether he means, 
ſpeaks, and ac in ſuch a- manner towards 
another, as he would really and reaſonably 
have that other, in the like circumſtance, 
mean, fpeak, and act with reſpect to himſelf ? 

Now, there is no doubt but that eve 
Man will defire and to meet with fin- 
cerity and uprightneſs in the intentions, 
with truth and veracity in the words, ang 
with juſtice and fairneſs in the actions of all 
other Men in every caſe, wherein he has 
dealings with them, whether it be in affairs 
of trade and commerce; or in the offices, 
and converſations of civil and domeſtick 
life; and ſuch his defire and expectation 
from others is the plain rule of righteouſ- 
neſs, which he is to follow in his conduct 
Nen them; and he muſt ſtand — 
n 


[ar ] 


ned by his own reaſon in every inſtance of 


fraud and juſtice as : 


nay; of unkindneſs and incivility, or of 

decorum and indecency; which he is ah — ty 
of. towards others ; becanſe it is eontrary to 
that common law, by which he would him- 
ſelf condemn all others in the ſame inſfan- 

ces of misbehaviour towards himſelf. 

This then is the law of righteouſneſs by 
which Ne Man muſt judge himſelf, and 
by which God alſo will finally judge us all. 
The great queſtion; which it muſt be the 


common concern of every one of us to an- 


ſwer before his dread tribunal is this; have 
you in all your de wards, and actions 
treated others in ſuch. manner, as you wou d 
be willing, in the like caſe, to be treated 


yourſelf py or, which amounts to the ſame 


purpoſe, have you made an honeſt uſe of 
that law law of reaſon, which God hath im- 
ted in your nature, in obſerving and 
following the right of things, which it di- 
rected you to, in all your converſations in 
the world? and this will, in the laſt, great 
judgment of mankind appear to be a very 
ſufficient rule, by which our conſciences 


may ſoon be finally üfted, and our trial 


quickly diſpatched: ba we ſhall not then, 
upon * great and ſolemn. occaſion, think 
that the —— of mankind. preſcribes ſuch 


PIFGM40us and uncertain rules of action to 
them, 
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them, in any poſſible circumſtances, as to 
make it ING put volumes of caſes 
and directions ind Low hands, to inform 
their conſciences how to give a true, full, 
and punctual anſwer at this laſt in- 
25 * or enquiry, in all ref] t ey 
an's underſtanding will be found then but 
too clear in diſcovering, and too particular 
and exact in condemning his deviations from 
the right and truth of the caſe, in all the 
dealings which he has tranſaQed with his 
neighbour throughout his whole life. 
Let us then beware how we negle&, or 
againſt the reaſon of our own minds in 
any caſe; for this law of our nature is God's 
unchangeable will concerning reaſonable 
creatures, by which Men muſt ſtand or fall 
now and for ever. And therefore let us 


never think that any Kind of notion about 


religion can poſſibly juſtify or uphold Man 
in the willful negle& of the law of righte- 
ouſneſs ; for heaven and earth ſhall 10 away 

before one tittle can fail. And the whole 
end of all anther which God hath 

made of himſelf to Mankind, of all com- 
munications which he ever did; or ever does 
carry on with them, is only to warn, to 
excite, or to aſſiſt them in the ſincere ob- 
ſervance of this law. But our great God 
and Creator may as ſoon alter the nature of 
— and the nature of things, as not let 


the 


— 
the regard they pay to this law be the ſtand - 
ing meaſure of their happineſs or miſery; 
as not let them be in a ſtate of unity and 
ce, or of trouble and confuſion, every 
an within his own ſoul, as well as all 
Men in common ſociety with one another, 
in the proportion that they do, or do not 
obey the law of righteouſneſs; and more 
need not be obſerved, to ſhew the impor- 
tance of this injunction of the Apoſtles, - 
which requires you to follow righteouſneſs, 
So now I am to proceed to the next duty 
which he enjoins us to purſue, and that is 
faith. And I propoſed to obſerve to you in 
the ſecond place, what the Apoſtle would 
recommend to our purſuit, in enjoining us 
to follow faith. - 155 
| Now faith in the general ſenſe and mean- 
ing of the word, is the perſuaſion of a Man's 
mind concerning the truth of any thing, as 
far forth as it may appear to him to be 
grounded on reaſonable evidence; and he is 
ſuſceptible of ſuch perſuaſion, as he is an 
intelligent being, endued with reaſon and 
underſtanding, inſomuch that unbelief of 
any thing, after plain evidence received of 
its truth, muſt ariſe from a Man's offering 
a voluntary violence to the chief and fun- 
damental principles of his nature; and there- 
fore muſt be in itſelf the higheſt degree of 
fin and perverſeneſs. | 
The firſt and moſt obvious matter of di- 
| E vine 
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vine faith that occurs to us, as Men, is 4 
perſuaſion of the being and perfections of 
God. For this faith is the immediate reſult 
of thoſe faculties of reaſon and reflection, 
which are implanted in the nature of Man, 
inaſmuch as he muſt needs know that he did 
not bring himſelf into being, and cannot 
but be perſuaded that no finite being, like 
himſelf ever could, no more than he can, 
be the cauſe of its own exiſtence; and 
therefore that there muſt be ſome infinitely 

| good, wiſe, and powerful being neceſſarily 
and eternally exiſting of himſelf alone, from 
whom he, and every Man, -and every finite 
thing muſt originally have had a beginning. 
And in conſequence of the belief of 
ſuch an immenſely great, and tremendous 
Being, it cannot but appear reaſonable to 
think that he truly ought to be in the high - 
eſt Degree, revered, and honoured, and 
adored by all his intelligent Creatures. And 
alſo, that mankind are obliged to receive 
and obey all revelations of his ſacred and 
awful Will, which he may pleaſe to convey 
to them, with any ſatisfactory evidence 

that they come from him. 

So then, in this view of the matter, 
that arm 1 required of us by the 
Apoſtle; is properly ſpeaking, a perſuaſion 
of the wuthl of FD Dodrines CY in the 
Goſpel, as the ſame is grounded on reaſon- 
able evidence, that they are * of 
a | ods 


gs | 
God's mind to Men. For it is certainly 
our duty to believe the Goſpel to be a di- 
vine revelation, ſo far forth as the evidences, 
offered to us to prove it to be ſo, are, in 


9 ſufficient to induce "ſuch à be- 
Now the evidences upon which Men 
are required to believe the Goſpel Doctrines 
to be from God, are the miracles wrought 
for the confirmation of them; and theſe 
miracles were wrought by the divine power, 


on purpoſe for the ground of men's Faith, 
as they are, in reaſon a very ſufficient. at- 
teſtation of the divine Authority of thoſe 
perſons, who reveal a Doctrine to Men as 
the Will of God: For it is hither that 
Chriſt doth himſelf generally refer Men 
for a proof of the divinity of his Per- 
fon and Doctrine. The works ſaith he, that 
T do in my Fathers Name, they bear wit- 
neſs of me, that be hath ſent m. 
So then, we believe the Goſpel doctrine 
to be a divine Revelation, becauſe miracles 
were wrought for the confirmation of it ; 
and we believe that theſe miracles were 
- wrought for this end, becauſe we have the 
credible report of thoſe, who ſaw them 
performed, convey d to us in ſuch a manner, 
as leaves us not the leaſt reaſon to doubt but 
that the ſaid report, of the Eye-witneſs of 
ſuch performances, hath been very truly 
and faithfully tranſmitted to us. 
"27 E 2 For 
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Por theſe things were written that we might believe; 
and the A N are recorded, are as cre- 
© dible and undiſputed a Hiſtory as any that is extant in 
the World; and credible Hiſlory doth commonly give 
Men ſufficient aſſurance of matters of Fact, which hap- 
1 many ages before they were born; inſomuch that 
E. 


may as certainly believe, and not make any more 


doubt of them, than if they had themſelves ſeen them 
With their Eyes. For it is plain that a Man may be as 


_ , undoubtedly and certainly ſatisfied of the truth of mat- 
ters of Fact from the credit of Hiſtory, as from his 


We make, for inſtarice, no more doubt whether 


chere vs ſuch a Perſpn 45 Hiexander the Great, and 
whether he overcame Darius King of Perfia, or whe- 


ther any ſuch. like uncontroverted matter of Hiſtory be 


true, than we do, whether we ſee one another here at 


© this preſent'time. 


-. Anil the er of afiracls. verought by Chiſt and 


his _ Apoſtles; is no ordinary Hiſtory ; but it is a Hiſtory 
in the truth of which the univerſal intereſt of mankind 
is very highly concerned; and therefore we 5 well 
conceive, that the veracity of it hath been more ſtrictly 


examined, and by ſuch examination more firmly eſta- 


bliſhed than that of any other Hiſtory whatſoever. 
© Yet, If we do but regard the account of miracles re- 
corded in the Goſpel, as an ordinary credible Hi 
only, we have, upon the credit of ſuch Hiſtory, ſuffi- 


_ cient reaſon to believe that they were undoubtedly per- 


formed ; and conſequently we have a ſufficient ground 
of perſuaſion that the ine of the Goſpel, for the 


confirmation of which they were wraught did come 


But it may ſeem needleſs in this Aſſembly, to ſet farth 
the evidences, which prove the Goſpel to be a revelation 
from God; in regard that we would all of us wil- 
lingly have it ſuppoſed, that we have fully examined the 


grounds on which we entertain the Faith; and that 


we are firmly perſuaded of the ſufficiency of them, and 
do truly profeſs a belief of the Chriian Dodr f 
out any degree of doubting, E 8 
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Vet as the truth of Men's perſuaſions may be beſt. 
proved from the agreement of their practices with their 
profeſſions; we will now briefly mention the Doctrine 
we profeſs to believe, and obſerve the occaſion Men had 
for a revelation of that Doctrine; and then we will 
ſhew that they cannot be faid truly to believe it with- 
out conforming to the end for which it was given. | 
The ſum of the Chriſtian Revelation or Doctrine, 
in ſhort, is this, that God ſent his only begotten Son 
into the World to give laws to Mankind and enforce 
. thoſe laws by ſanctions of eternal rewards and puniſh- 
ments; to purchaſe by the facrifice of his Body and 
Blood forgiveneſs of Sins, and acceptance with God 
for them, upon their repentance of Sins paſt, and fin- 
. cere obedience to his laws for the future. 
No from the ſubject matter of this revelation, it ap- 
pears, that the Souls of Men had degenerated, and that 
their condition induced a neceſſity of a Mediator, In- 
terceſſor and Redeemer, for their Reſtoration and Re- 
_ For we muſt confeſs, that the Law of Reaſon 
and Righteouſneſs, which God implanted in the nature 


of Man, as the firſt declaration of his Will to him, 


was ſo full and effectual a direction to his Happineſs, 


that if he had ſteadily and punctually followed it with- 


out any Deviation, he would have ftood juſtified and 
actepted before God by that law, and have remained 
perfect and happy in himſelf. And in that caſe, he 
would have had no need of any further Revelation to 
direct him, or of a Redeemer to intercede for him. 
But alaſs! this is a caſe which is not to be met with 
among the frail race of mortal Men; and therefore 
ſince there is not a man upon earth that can venture to 
put himſelf upon his own 8 according to 
this Law, in the ſight of God, every Man muſt per- 
ceive the need he has of ſome other method of accept - 
ance, beſides the unerring obſervance of the pure Law 
of Reaſon. N 15 wh 
And he could never have had an entire aſſurance of 
any ſuch Method but by. Revelation from God him- 
ſelf, who firſt gave that Law to Man, and who alone 


* 


knew what allowances might be made for any deviati- 


ons 


_. God therefore in 
pleaſed to make ſuch a 
upon terms with him, which equally 
from neglect; and preſerve frail offenders againſt them 
from irremediable deſpair, For the Goſpel of Chriſt is 
a diſpenſation of the u ing Si 
and at the ſame time 


papers as rcje theſe offers, 
in a courſe of unrighteouſneſs. | | 

To believe then, that God hath by the mouth of 
Chriſt, propoſed theſe terms to Men; to believe that he 
will accept Sinners that call on him in the name of his 
. ONE REA wendy 
upon their hearty repentance rom 
his Laws, and fincere endeavours to obſerve 


ſhall utterly be condemned by God, and be made mi- 
ſerable for ever, if we in a willful hi 
Laws. To believe this Doctrine I ſay 
in the courſe of your Lives, as if 
rſuaded and oubtedly aſſured that 
od, is to form your lives upon a principle 
Toth 5 follow that — 
poſes, in the text, to your obſervance and purſuit. 
785 we ſee that 8 Faith muſt be followers 
of Righteouſneſs ſtill, which remains of eternal — 


fownnces made, and helps ——— —— 
lowances e, elps provided for 
of a degenerate State; but yet there is no indulgence 
therein given to the impenitent, who not only willfully 
commit, but alſo ligently continue, or obſtinately 
perſiſt in any — | ; | 1 
Follow Righteouſneſs, follow Faith, ſaith the Apoſ. 
tle, Here Faith is plainly propoſed in aid of the Law 
of Righteouſneſs, to ſupport and to' reinforce it with 
new Sancti to engage and enable Men by new 


motives 


empty profeſſion and groundleſs pretence. 
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motives and affiftances to obſerve it; but never, Oh! 
never, by any means, can any notion of Faith releaſe 
Men from it. 

For Faith without Works is Dead ; antes whit 
doth not produce Holineſs and Vertue in our Life and 
Manners is altogether ineffectual. Far be it therefore 
far from us to think, that any Faith of the Goſpel will 
avail inſtead of a conformity to its Precepts which are 
founded in the Law of Reaſon; for if any one ſhall 
break, that is, ſhall live and perſiſt in the breach of one 
the leaſt of theſe Commandments, and ſhall teach Mert 
ſo to do, he ſhall be accounted leaſt in the Kingdom of 
God or of Chriſt. 'Let me then remind you of the 
caution, given by an Apoſtle in his own Words; little 
Children faith he, let no Man deceive you. He that 


3 righteous, even as Chriſt is righ 


pus then, my — you may plainly perceive, 
that tho! the Gofprl gives Men aſſurance of pardon from 
God for paſt Sins, upon Repentance, yet it ever re- 
quires future obedience to his Laws; "though it promiſes 
aſſiſtance to their infirmities by the intervention of the 
divine Spirit, yet it conſtantly infiſts on their uſing their 


. - own earneſt endeavours: So that to follow Faith is to 


lead as good moral lives as poſſibly you can, with our 

e care and Agence, *. a _ = 

truth of the Doctrines, or certainty _—_y 

the promiſes and ings of the Goſpel. 
And, to let you underitand, that 1 * 

Ga in my manner. of 


and treating up- 
on the Subjects of Righteouſneſs and Faith, I ſhall here 


apprize you, that I have drawn this diſcourſe to a Con- 


cluſion in the ſentiments of ſome of the moſt eminent 
and celebrated Divines, that have lived in this Kingdom. 

In truth the Faith of a Chriſtian is ſo far from excu- 
fing him in the violation or neglect of the Laws of the 


Goſpel, that it propoſes no other end but.to provide him 


with the moſt powerful arguments for enforcing an ob- 
ſervance of-theſe Laws, and when Falch fails of this 
Effect, it is not a real Faith, but à mere Name, or an 


© 8⁰ 


LJ 
ne Word, wwe way be well aſſured, that H.. 
< ever any denominations dr . 
< purity Ad excellency of their Faith ; vet it is vi 
© certain that they do not, ay ef them, in in good earneſf, 
8 believe the Doctrines of the Goſpel in their Minds, if 
contradict the Precepts of it in their Lives. And | 
LC « fi unbelieying or mere nominal Chriſtians may be ; 
<- confidered as the worſt ſort of Infidels; in - 
©: they not only reſiſt or neglect a ligfit and evidence 
1 2 22 
Wie © a'fincere Faith as may be a principle of holineſs and 
< righteouſneſs in their Manners ; but do alſo add falſe- 
© hood and hypocriſy to their unbelief, while they deny 
that Faith in their Actions, which they profes with 7 
their Mouths and thereby provoke God to prove the 
i 4 truth of his Word, and to execute the threatnings he 
© hath denounced againft violators of his Laws. ? 
We muſt then, my Friends and Brethren, always 
remember, that it is not only" ce the Fai 


— — : I —— — r 
" 7 


> * LY 
L — * «4 
* * n A o 
q ; — 
44 7. dus 4 4 „ 4 
; e 7 S 21 . N * * * FIT 1 * 7 x. 
: 3 d Ap rf 8 4 ; — 5 
. * . 
— ́ — —— — — a nets . 
— os AR, x34 — — __ 
_ , 
— 
— Ah 


2 principle of Life and Action, that can prove 2 if- 
dun to:be a tue and fincere cer Belever; wr become x 


ee God, 90 
we proſeßß in Chriſt, with al. 


our whole Lives and: — 
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